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11th March 2021  

Springfield Farm event licencing applications. 

 

 
Many licencing applications have been applied for to allow concerts and festivals to take 
place in Springfield Farm. To appease the Radlett residents the stages have been 
repositioned now pointing directly at Napsbury Park. We have over 1000 residents all of 
whom will be in for weekends of noise pollution and loss of sleep. We had this in 2019 and I 
am told by a resident in 2020 as well.   
 
To date, ten different licences have been applied for to run events/concerts/raves/camping 
at this venue all with music, live and recorded, dancing, food purchases and drinking alcohol 
over weekends during the summer and at Christmas and New Year.  The numbers requested 
are up to 4999.  The license request is for Monday to Sunday, ie that they can party on any 
date.  We are concerned for several reasons.  
 
Long noisy hours 
The hours requested are till 23.00 for some and to 04.00 for others.  This is for the music 
and does not regulate the noise 4999 people may make whilst camping and partying. From 
previous experience the curfew was totally ignored. 
 
Access to the site 
The permission includes parking on the lower field, but also states that they expect party 
goers to arrive by train and walk/taxi to the venue.  The nearest station is Park Street, 
however it is more likely train users will go to Radlett or St Albans. Park St Station opening 
times Monday to Friday: 07:00 – 19:00 Saturday and Sunday: 08:00 – 16:00 Bank Holidays: 
08:00 – 16:00 this is not stated in the applications.  
 
If there is no further parking at Springfield, the nearest parking will also be Napsbury. We 
already have a parking problem and there is no additional parking planned.  Also Napsbury 
Park is private land owned by Crest Nicholson. 
 
Waste and mess 
The council will have to put many more waste bins on the footpath.  There are already very 
few and these are currently overflowing with waste. 
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Pandemic rules and Social distancing 
We are currently coming out of a horrendous pandemic.  The application acknowledges 
there may have to be a cut in numbers due to social distancing, but these activities are 
aimed at the age group who have little regard for social distancing and pandemic rules. 
 
We have no idea what the noise implication(s) might be, and even if they are acceptable up 
till 23.00. We have no idea as to when the events will actually stop and the revellers go 
home/bed down for the night. The venue owner & licensees have stated this a rural venue, 
we would challenge that as it’s in the middle of Radlett, Park St, London Colney and 
Napsbury Park. 
 
Technical 
It appears that the stages have been set up to appease Radlett residents at the cost of 
Napsbury Park and the surrounding area. One licence stated that a 94db limit is being asked 
for but in fact this is very misleading. Research shows that the music noise level in the 
audience by the mixer position at pop concerts is typically 100dB(A), and that levels below 
95dB(A) will be unlikely to provide satisfactory entertainment for the audience (The Noise 
Council 1995). When sound checks are carried out on an empty site it’s not representative 
of a festival with up to 4999 people. People absorb sound waves so the level will need to be 
higher to reach a satisfactory level for the audience. 
 
The distance from the speaker stack that sound level is measured can affect the readings so 
this is critical when quoting numbers. We would like to see precise measurements prior to 
the event. Have live tests been conducted. Also wind and temperature play a big role in the 
distance sound will carry, has this been factored in. If the speaker stack is high on the stage 
which is optimal for the audience it will have a worse effect on the distance the sound 
waves travel. If an additional speaker rig is installed away from the stage the carry is worse. 
 
As low frequency sound waves are absorbed faster than high frequency waves adding 
acoustic material to the rear of the stage does not help forward focused speakers, in our 
case the modification to the stage will have very little benefit. But I suspect higher 
frequencies will be the bigger issue. The 64db measured behind the stage is misleading as 
Napsbury Park will be directly in front of the stage. 
 
The venue owner recently stated on a local Facebook site no complaints are received and he 
has letters stating no one on Napsbury Park hears anything.  Weddings with let’s say 250 
people require much lower levels of sound than a festival with an audience of 4999 so they 
are not comparing an apple with an apple.   
 
Two stages are planned for 7th August 2021 as that will need two audio systems the additive 
effect will exacerbate the ambient noise level. The wording in the application “soundproof 
stages” is also very misleading.  
 
We have no desire to stop anyone running their business but we need assurances from 
SADC that our residents will not be disturbed over many summer weekends by noise 
pollution. We had issues a few years ago with noise disturbance over a weekend and 
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Environmental Health received many complaints.  In the summer people traditionally sleep 
with windows open and this made life more uncomfortable for our residents.  
 
For Christmas Day and New Year’s ever the application is for 01.00am finish. Noise pollution 
will be worse in cold conditions has this been taken into account?  
 
Has the licencing authority and the SAG been provided with a detailed scaled plans of the 
positioning of the stages, positioning of the mixing point and radial distance from Napsbury 
Park and London Colney residential properties. This should also show First aid points, car 
parking access etc. We have requested this from the venue owner. If the SAG are provided 
with this can it be shared with us?  
 
Has the venue owner actually run tests with the SAG and Environmental Health, with an 
equivalent sound system to test the actual noise pollution to residents?  
 
They also say events have taken place with no complaints but I would challenge that as the 
events have been smaller. The “Add on to the app form licencing objectives” details local 
neighbours at The Fisheries, there are more neighbours than laid out in the document. Also 
the rough plan shows Benningfield Drive, we believe this is also misleading as Beningfield 
Drive runs around Napsbury Park. The venue owner has told local residents the Council has 
told him to turn the noise down at 11.00pm, is this true? He is not the promoter / 
production company, he told a resident here in 2019 he had no power to turn it down. How 
will SADC police this? Not a good track record as per 2019 and 2020. 
 
Will adequate signage be place in Shenley Lane and the entrance to Napsbury Park to say no 
access for festival traffic with appropriate marshalling?  
 
Can the licencing authority assure us that if a licences are granted our residents will not be 
disturbed?  We just want to protect our residents from nights of sleep deprivation and 
stress. During the summer people like to sit outside the 2019 event made that impossible. Is 
this site appropriate for events of this kind? 
 

 
 

 
Chairman Napsbury Park Residents Association 
 

 


